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the contrast was very striking between the rub-
bish which these young men were learning in a
government establishment and the rudiments of.
real knowledge which those whom I had visited
the day before had acquired, in the very same
city, and under circumstances far less favourable.
I was informed that it had been frequently pro-
posed to introduce an English and mathematical
class, and to teach the Newtonian and Copernican
system of astronomy; but that the late superinten-
dent of the establishment was strongly opposed to
any innovation, partly on the plea that it would draw
the boys off from their Sanskrit studies, and partly
lest it should interfere with the religious preju-
dices of the professors. The first of these argu-
ments is pretty much like what was urged at
Oxford (substituting Greek for Sanskrit) against
the new examinations, by which, however, Greek
has lost nothing. The second is plainly absurd,
since the Ptolemaic system, which is now taught,
is itself an innovation, and an improvement on
the old faith of eight worlds and s^ven oceans,
arranged like a nest of foxes."

My readers may be surprised to hear that this
college had been "completely re-organized*"four

* Education Committee's Report, published in 1 SSI.    ^